The Value Added Life
Introduction
Raw material

· Iron ore – maybe $1000 a ton, becomes steel girders & frames & worth $10,00
· Education – child costs – adult contributes to society
· Trees – tree stump - $20 as wood pulp and became hundreds of dollars as people made boxes, guitar, art work etc

In the same way we are raw material but while we were yet sinners and of no real value to God, Christ died for us.

Why?  
· Because he loves us.

· He saw in each of us more then we could dream.

· He purposed to draw out of us the potential we have in Him.
· He gives us a purpose.
We have a choice – To live a full life or a purposeful life

How to add value 

1.
Recognition of and using what we have

Matt 25:14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 

· Jesus ascended into heaven 

· He calls us His own

· We are created in His image.  He has given us creative abilities.

15And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 

· Not a matter of fairness but a matter of using what we have.

· Bottom line is we have free will!
· It is not what we start with but what we finish with that counts.
16Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 18But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 

· So easy to hide our talents

· Don’t confuse activity with accomplishment

· We have a choice – To live a full life or a purposeful life
· There are 1 & 2 talent people making 5 & 6,  and 5 talent people making none.
19After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

· Jesus IS coming back

· Song says: “Till he returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I stand”

· We will all face a day of reckoning

20“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’  22He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’

· These are the words I long to hear “well done”
· My hearts desire is to be able to face the Lord with confidence

· We know when we have done well in the natural and it is such a good feeling (budgets)

· The opposite is such a bad feeling ie Singing lessons

· I do not want to make it “by the skin of my teeth” (dentist & manicurists fight) 

· I hope there is not a lot of dross with very little else 
· Where we are now is not the end of the story

· Glad Word tells us that “He can restore the years the locusts have spent”
29‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.

· To everyone who has added to what they have been given more will be added

· Use it or lose it

· Important we use what we have got

2.
Devotion

Ac 2:42 They continually devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer…47They kept praising God and enjoying the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord was adding to them people who were being saved
Definition: profound dedication; consecration; setting apart, earnest attachment to a cause, person, etc.

They continually devoted themselves to:

1.
The teaching of the apostles 
· Abundance of sources of teaching these days.  
· Must weed out that which does not edify.
Gal 2:4 false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), 5to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. For those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.

· Dad says “what’s the good of all those books, don’t you only need one?”

· The teaching we receive is for one purpose – to add to our relationship with God.  It must touch the heart.

2.
To fellowship
Rom 12: 9Your love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to each other with mutual affection. Excel in showing respect for each other. 11Never be lazy in showing such devotion. Be on fire with the Spirit. Serve the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in trouble, and persistent in prayer. 13Supply the needs of the saints. Extend hospitality to strangers.

3.
To the breaking of bread
· Part of putting God first is to remind ourselves continually that where we stand is based solely on Gods mercy displayed through his sacrifice.

4.
To prayer – prayer is our lifeline.

5.
To exercising our giftings
Rom 12:4 4For we have many parts in one body, but these parts do not all have the same function. 5In the same way, even though we are many people, we are one body in Christ and individual parts connected to each other. 6We have different gifts based on the grace that was given to us.
6 So if your gift is prophecy,(devote yourself to) us(ing) your gift in proportion to your faith. 
7 If your gift is serving, devote yourself to serving others. 

7 If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching others.  
8 If your gift is encouraging, devote yourself to encouraging others.
8 If your gift is sharing, (devote yourself to) share generously.
8 If your gift is leading, (devote yourself to) lead(ing) enthusiastically.
8 If your gift is helping,(devote yourself to) help cheerfully.
3.
1st things 1st

Mtt 6:33 Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these (earthly needs) things shall be added to you.

a.
"seek"

· go after with intent, pursue; press diligently

b.
"first"

· In point of time – if you want to know what is important to someone see how they spend their time.

· In importance. Everything else must give way before its demands. 

· In our love, have our whole hearts. We must "love the Lord our God with the whole heart" (Matt. 22:37).

· Let him that is the First, have the first.

c.
“the kingdom of God, and his righteousness”

· Prefer heaven and heavens blessings before & above earth and earthly pleasures. 

· Heaven as our end, and holiness as our way. 

· God’s righteousness – in and through us

Character development  2 Pe 1:5 - 8
Diligently,

add to your faith virtue, 

add to virtue knowledge, 

add to knowledge self-control,

add to self-control perseverance, 

add to perseverance godliness,

add to godliness brotherly kindness,

add to brotherly kindness love. 

For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

d.
"all these things"

· Matthew 6:32 "our heavenly Father knows that we have need of"

· All we require for the present life. 

e.
"added," 

· We shall have what we seek, (the kingdom of God and his righteousness), and we shall have all we need.  We are rewarded with them for not seeking them. (Solomon)

· Gen. 45:20 Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.'"
· Jehovah-jireh—the Lord provides as much as he sees is good for us, and we should not wish for more.
Quotes

· Thoughtfulness for our spiritual condition is the most effectual cure of thoughtfulness for the world. 

· Surest, easiest, safest way to obtain the necessaries of this life, is not in caring and fretting about them, but by seeking first the kingdom of God.
A Word of Warning

· There seems to be a certain amount of duplicity in Christian circles these days.  People are being taught to give to get.

· Definition: contradictory doubleness of thought, speech, or action; especially giving a false impression of one's true intentions by deceptive words or action

· We are to give to God because God is God!

· It is true God gives back pressed down shaken together, but God can see through impure motives.  He seeks hearts to love Him for who he is not for what he does.

· Phil 4:11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

· The best way to be comfortably provided for in this world, is to be most intent upon another world!

· We begin at the right end of our work, when we begin with God.
· Though in many things we fail and come short, sincere seeking characterized by careful concern and earnest endeavor, is accepted. 
Conclusion – 1 Tim 4:12-16
12 Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young/old, but be an example for other believers in your speech, behavior, love, faithfulness, and purity. 
14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by God

15 Think on these things. Devote your life to them so that everyone can see your progress. 
16 Pay close attention to your life and your teaching. Persevere in these things, for if you do this, you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.

The Touch of the Masters Hand

Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer thought it scarcely worth his while,

To waste much time on the old violin, but held it up with a smile; 
"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, "Who'll start the bidding for me?"
"A dollar, a dollar"; then two!" "Only two? Two dollars, and who'll make it three? Three dollars, once; three dollars twice; going for three.." 
But no, from the room, far back, a gray-haired man came forward and picked up the bow; Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, and tightening the loose strings, he played a melody pure and sweet as caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer, with a voice that was quiet and low,

said; "What am I bid for the old violin?" And he held it up with the bow.

A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? Two thousand! And who'll make

it three? 
Three thousand, once, three thousand, twice, and going and gone," said he. 
The people cheered, but some of them cried, "We do not quite understand
what changed its worth." Swift came the reply: "The touch of a master's hand."

And many a man with life out of tune, and battered and scarred with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, much like the old violin, 
A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine; a game - and he travels on. 
"He is going" once, and "going twice, He's going and almost gone." 
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd never can quite understand 
the worth of a soul and the change that's wrought by the touch of the Master's hand.

Myra 'Brooks' Welch

· Would be very disappointed if you left here thinking “I must do better”

· I want above all things for you to want God more.

· The Touch of the Masters hand is what adds value to our lives.

· It is not, and never has been, what we can do for God, but what he can do in and through us.

· We have been given talents, abilities, and gifts.  For some they have laid dormant for too long, for others they have been used in bursts, like fuel added to the fire only to have it become barely visible ambers again.

· This morning we are being challenged.

· Through our God will we seek Him first, through our God, will we recognize and use what we have been given, and through our God, will we devote ourselves to the cause of Christ.

· It means a willingness to lose our lives so that value might be added in the Person of Christ working in and though us to will and to do His good pleasure.
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