TREASURE

Ex 19:5&6a  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'

Ps 135:4  For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be his treasured possession.

1 Treasure – The stuff of dreams

Stanley St pool

Pharohs

2 What motivates you?

Definition – amass, reserve, lay up, things valued

When given the chance to do whatever you like what do you choose?

Speak to someone for 5 minutes – abundance of heart

3 The treasure worth seeking

Col2:1  For I want you to know how much I am struggling for you, and for those in Laodicea, and for all who have not seen me face to face. 2  I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of complete understanding and have the knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ himself, 3

in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

What Paul wanted for the Colosians & Laodacians was worth a struggle.  “I am struggling for you” Paul said.  In fact he likened it to giving birth or being led into a conflict.  What could be so important to him, that he was willing to go to these ends to see that these Christian communities experienced it?  He wanted them to have “the riches of complete understanding in the knowledge of God’s mystery.” 

What, or more correctly who, is this mystery?  The mystery is Jesus Himself revealed through the church.

Paul in Ephesians says he was called “to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” (Eph 3:8)  By “unsearchable” he means riches that can never be exhausted. It is interesting how God reveals this mystery. Eph 3:10  His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  It is through the body of Christ that the unseachable riches of Christ are revealed.  That is, through you & I.  Who are these riches revealed to in this case?  “To the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.”  The way the powers of darkness are defeated is through the church (you and

me) discovering and appropriating the riches that are in Christ.

The aim of the church is to know and reveal Jesus.  In knowing Him we have access to all His wisdom, knowledge and power.  However this wisdom that is in Him is not to be found by casual observation.  In Him are “hidden” the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  That is, they are “kept secret, concealed.” (Col 2:3)

This does not mean that God does not want us to get to know Him.  On the contrary the story of Calvary is about God in his love sending Jesus to die for us for the express purpose that we might know him, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has  sent. (Jn 17:3) He has promised that He will make Himself known to us.  Matt 7:7&8  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  

However He will only truly reveal Himself to those who are willing to seek him.  Jer 29:13  “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” In fact discovering the treasures hid in Christ must become a passion, a life long quest as God will only reveal himself to those who are hungry.  Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search it out (we are kings and priests of God).

There is a treasure worth seeking.  He is a Person.  His name is Jesus.  Nothing on the earth compares to knowing Him.  The reason for this is simple.  He is the one who made the universe.  He is God.  He is our creator. 
Unsearchable riches

Solomon sought wisdom above all else.  For this God commended him.  Wisdom is using knowledge correctly.  If we seek first Gods kingdom then we must get to know Jesus.  Through knowing him we will have all that we need that pertains to both life & godliness.

Eph3:8  Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

4 Why?

Enduring

Pro8:18  With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. 19 My fruit is better than fine gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver.

Inheritance

Eph1:18  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength,

God’s blessing

Pro10:22  The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich(to grow), and he addeth no sorrow with it.

Best

Heb11:26 He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward.

Heaven

Mtt 6:19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Matt 19:21  Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."

1Ti6:19  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Inheritance

Jms2:5  Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?

Past on from parents, normally the father.

To give away

Mtt12:35  A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

Matt13:52  He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old."

5 How?

Born Again

Lose all

Phil 3:8  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ

Lk 12:33  Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Buy the truth

Pro 23:23  Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding.

Mtt 13:44  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

Isa 55:55:1  "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.

Rev 3:18  Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.

Seek God

Deu 4:27  The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you. 28  There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 29 But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Mtt 6:33  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Labour

Jn 6:27  Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."

Protect it

Mat 25:8  The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 9  "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

6
Conclusion

Pro 13:7  There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.

Pro 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.

Heb 12:25  See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 27  The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken--that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,

