FAITH IS A DOING WORD
Gen 6:1 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7  So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them." 
8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
9 This is the account of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.  10  Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  
11  Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence.  12  God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.  
13  So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.  14  So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out.  15  This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.  16  Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks.  17  I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.  
18  But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you.

Gen 7:5  And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.  6  Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth.

What we know about Noah

· Nothing is known of his early life – first 499 years!

· His great grandfather was Enoch who was translated. Gen 5:24  Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. Heb 11:5  By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.

· His grandfather was Methuselah.  The longest lived man ever.(969) (died now born 1036)
· Fathers name was Lamech

· Noah’s name is thought to mean “rest”  Gen 5:29  And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.

· Noah lived in a corrupt age.  Man had become so universally depraved that God determined to destroy the whole human race and every living creature.

(1)
Gen 6:8  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9  This is the account of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.

· Righteous = Justified by believing the gospel promise of the women’s seed. 
· We are made righteous by believing in the sacrifice of Jesus

· Not by works of righteousness which we done.

· Like Abraham, Noah believed God & it was accounted to him for righteousness.
· Believing is a doing word.

· Blameless = Heart was right with God.
· Not perfect but right according to the light he had to walk in.

· The just is the right in law, the perfect is the tested in holiness.

(2)
Gen 6:11  Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence.  12  God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.

1 Tim 3:13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.

Lk 17:26  "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  27  People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

· Possible to be pious in the midst of a crooked & perverse generation.

· Only a life of communion with God will prevent you from being overcome by the evil of the age.

· In the world – not of it.

· Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

· A city set on a hill cannot be hid – we as a people cannot be hid.
· The path of the just – the darker the night, the brighter the light (Pro 4:18)
(3)
Gen 6:13  So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.

· God wants to reveal his purposes to us & for us to play a part in its fulfilment.

· Gen 18:17  And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;

· Ps 25:14  The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant.

· Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.

· Joel 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:  29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

(4)
Gen 7:5  And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.

Took two character traits for Noah to do what he did.

a)
Faith

Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

Two types of faith

· Faith in a doctrine.  Jms 2:19  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder.

· Faith in action.  Jms 2:20  You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless ?  21  Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.
· Ie – believe that planes can fly – getting on the train is faith in action.
Faith discovers its existence by obedience.  Making the ark was Noah’s way of saying “not only do I know Him as deliverer but I will take refuge in Him.  Peter walking on water and healing the cripple at the Temple are examples of faith in action.

Faith is like a muscle.  The more it’s used the stronger it becomes, and the bigger God becomes to us.

b)
Courage

· Noah had no evidence except a word in his heart.

· He was living amongst a corrupt people.

· He may have had to win over his family.

· Mk 6:4  Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor."

· Heb 12:2  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

1 Cor 4:10  We are fools for the sake of Christ,

(5)
Gen 7:6  Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth.

a)
Committed

What building the ark cost Noah

· Time

Over 100 years (the best years of my life)




Only what’s done for God will last.  Eternal perspective.

· Finances
Gopher wood, pitch, workers




Tithes, offerings, whole finances

· Motivation
Noah was obviously capable




God will ask the driving force of our lives

b)
Single minded
· Noah’s response was immediate & continuous.

· God doesn’t just ask us to start He wants us to finish.

· Lk 14:27  And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  28  "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?  29  For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him,  30  saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'

· Jn 19:30  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished."

· 2 Tim 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

· Lk 9:62  Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

· Ecc 4:8  The end of a matter is better than its beginning,

(6)
Conclusion

Lk 17:26  "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  27  People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

2 Pe 2:5  if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others;  9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials...

Possible to be pios in the midst of a crooked & perverse generation.

Only a life of communion with God will prevent you from being overcome by the evil of the age.

Dan 11:32  And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

