Ready, Set, Go!
Mtt 25:1 – 13  “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  6“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’  9“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’  10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  11“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’  12“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’  13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Background

· 10 = number required to form a synagogue or be present at any office, ceremony or formal benediction

· read article

· Spiritual application

Jesus is coming soon.

· signs are pointing got it

He is going to come suddenly

· like a thief in the night 1 Thess 5:2 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

· In a moment 1 Cor 15:52 I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
· Immediately Lk 12:36

a. Points in common
1. Virgins

Natural =friends of the bride who will go out to meet the bridegroom when his approach is signaled.
Spiritual = believers, hold the faith, separated from world, waiting for the Lords coming
2. Took their lamps

Our lives
3. Went out to meet bridegroom
Natural = all made separate preparation for the bridegrooms coming

Spiritual = our spiritual walk
4. The bridegroom was a long time in coming,

Natural = delayed

Spiritual = Figure of each Christians probation

We may have grace to live passably for a short time but the requisite is to endure to the end.

Delay that was fatal

5. All became drowsy and fell asleep.

Natural = Slumbered = nodding off, slept = deep sleep

Spiritual = All did it, not sinful but natural, the bow cannot be always kept taut.  

· If sometimes we sleep, at least let us see that we have provided for coming need

· It is one thing to turn your attention away from the person and coming of Christ when you have made sure you are ready to meet him & altogether another thing to turn your attention to other things in mere thoughtless security

6. At midnight the cry rang out:- all heard it
Natural = when sleep is deepest & awaking most unwelcome

Spiritual = He comes to judge, punish & reward & Christians have to meet him

Prepare to meet thy God!  (Mum’s poster)

7. “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 

Natural = Removing the charred portion of the wick & raising it then adding oil

Spiritual = More to share later
b. Points of difference
1. Five of them were foolish 
The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.
· At the time action required they were unable to do the part that a little forthought and preparation would have enabled them to do successfully
· All were Christian - but foolish did not have the reserve that it was customary to carry.

· Foolish satisfied with their spiritual state once & for all & did not bother to keep their spiritual life active and full by the renewel of the Holy Spirit in their hearts

· Outward show & form of faith but neglected inward life of faith.  Appearance without reality

· Trusted in their past experience

2. Five were wise.
They took oil in jars along with their lamps. 
The wise maintained the supply of grace by constant recourse to the means

Counted not themselves to have apprehended, forgot what was behind

Stir up the gift within, growing in grace

c. Reaction
1. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
Wayne Bennet – no excuses

Appeal to others to provide to hide their own deficiencies.

Implies merits of others could supply their lack or belief in a general store of grace instead of personal preparation. – Mother, father, friend, spouse.
In the spiritual region we cannot slipstream on another’s grace.
“There are certain things which cannot be borrowed.  A man cannot borrow a relationship with God, he must possess it.  A man cannot borrow a character, he must be clothed with it.  We cannot live on the spiritual capital others have amassed.  There are certain things we must win or possess for ourselves”
2. “No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.
Like asking to be taught to swim after the boat has capsized

Take refuge in an impossibility that is that others can ensure our salvation

At best unprofitable servants

Righteous shall scarcely be saved

3. Instead, go to those who sell oil
Bought treasure hid in field  Matt 13:44-46  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

Grace can always be procured if willing to pay the price of faith, prayer & earnestness. 

4. and buy some for yourselves.’
Everyone must bear own burden – preparation, faith, holiness. Co-operating with God

d. Consequences

10 – 12 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  11“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’  12“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
1. The bridegroom arrived. 
2. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.
Great rejoicing – where we want to be.
3. And the door was shut & the unprepared ones were locked out.
Christ is the door by which our prayers reach God.  When this is closed access to the throne is barred.

Not all who say Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven…..

4. “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ 
Matt 7:23  Depart from me I never knew you.

To be known of God is a higher blessing then to know God

e. Response
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
Watch because the time is uncertain, watch because the event is sure
1. Realize the bridegroom IS coming
There is plenty of time to change

This very night your life will be demanded from you. Lk 12:20

Now is the day of salvation 2 Cor 6:2

Jer 8:20  The harvest is past, the summer is ended and we are not saved.

Day of opportunity passes

2. Check our oil supply is constantly topped up

Daily fresh infilling

- formed day to day

- receiving all the time

- topping up & refilling

- go & get it now

3. All trimmed lamps – preparing wick

· Deal with must be dealt with

· must be cutting off  2 Cor 6:17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
· must be dealing with past  Phil 3:13&14  13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
· a. living in the past – fresh experience

· b. deal with success – resting

· c. deal with failures – condemnation -God’s forgotten you’re no good.

An exciting future awaits in this life and the next.

Lets be wise and ensure we have a constant supply of the oil of the Holy Spirit flowing daily in our lives.
We want an abundant entrance into God’s kingdom.

