Hands on Love

Fish memory of 3 seconds

Ours better then that but if repeat self then most of it may be new to you.

Love – 

G5384; to be a friend to (fond of, that is, have affection for (denoting personal attachment,

G25 is wider, embracing the deliberate assent of the will as a matter of principle, duty and propriety:

the former being chiefly of the heart and the latter of the head
Love - G26 From G25; love, that is, affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a love feast:—(feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Jn 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

Commandment - From G1781; injunction, that is, an authoritative prescription:—commandment, precept.

Prescription from doctor – what is it for?

Remedy.  – what does love remedy?

1 Pe 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

“Above” is more correctly translated “in front of or prior to.”  God means that the first thing we do is to love.  Every encounter we have and word we speak should be prefaced with love in our hearts.
Then God goes and takes it one step further.  We are to love “deeply.”  One reference defines deeply as “intensely, with all energies strained to the uttermost.”   Most of us can relate to the word “strain!”  When love is a strain we are still “a work in progress.”  When we love to bursting point we are being Gods hands and feet.
Unless you just arrived on this planet it will be no news to you to know that this is not always easy.  We are misunderstood and judged.  We get verbally assaulted by someone who is facing their own problems and we just happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  We get dismissed out of hand.  All these things hurt and our natural reaction is to rise up and reply in kind. But our supernatural reaction is to love.
This is why love covers a multitude of sins.  Think how many “situations” are avoided by not responding in kind when we are reviled.  Love does not stir up strife.  It promotes forgiveness.  1 cor 13: 4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
If we were a philosophers these would be nice words but powerless.  We are not however philosophers but children of God endured with his Spirit.  The same power that raised Christ from the dead dwells in every born again believer.  It is this same power that enables us to do the impossible.  That is why, as we rely on him, we can love sincerely and deeply even those who curse or despitefully use us.  It is only the loving atoning work of Christ can cover sin, but Christ is the source of all Christian love and his love lived through us prevents sin.
hides those that exist and prevents those that in its absence may apear

Rom 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loves another has fulfilled the law.

Owe - to be under obligation indebted

Fulfilled - satisfy
1 Jn 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

1 Jn 4:12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Cultivating Love

1 Cultivate what fosters brotherly love

Springs from loving the Father

Know, dwell in & love God and we find that, with out setting out to do it, brotherly love will result

1 Thess 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

Love is of God.  As a father teaches a child so God teaches us as his children to love.  Love is not an “add on” to the Christian faith.  It is its core because it is the nature of God. 

Mk 12:29  “The most important commandment is this, Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
2 Watch against what hinders love

Ie division, gossip, slander, 

1 Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

We are not purified by hearing the truth but by obeying it.  We obey it “through the Spirit.”  It is only in this way that we can be sure our love for others is sincere.  If we feel like we are being hypocrical when we say we love someone, then we probably are and we need to go back to the throne room.

Not only is our love to be sincere it is to be feverent; that is intense, hot, glowing and eager.  How like God to take things one step beyond what we think of as satisfactory and require of us more then we feel capable of!  He does this though to show us that “this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” (2 Cor 4:7)
3 Refusal to be repulsed by a lack of love

Two wrongs don’t make a right

1 Pe 3:9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
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