The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Introduction

Text

1 Cor 12:7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
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1)      Commands regarding the gifts

· We must not be ignorant of them. 1 Cor 12:1  Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 1 Cor 14:38  But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

· We must earnestly seek for them. 1 Cor 12;31  But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way. 1 Cor 14:1  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

· We must learn to operate them correctly. 1 Cor 14:31  For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32  The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints,

2)
Purpose of the gifts

1. Body ministry

1 Cor 12:14  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.

· So that the church can function as a body – each part having importance, interdependence & significance.

· Each gift essential, each person valued.

· Not an elite ministering to all but all ministering to and for the Lord with supernatural endowment.

2. Edification

1 Pe 2:5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

To edify means “the act of building a house.”

The gifts are for adding to or building up others.  

Five laws of edification

a. Must be understandable 1 Cor 14: 19  But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

b. Must help others Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom…  

c. Must create a response to God 1 Pe 4:11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

d. Must fit the occasion 1 Cor 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 1 Cor 14:29  Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.

e. Must be motivated by love 1 Cor 8:1 Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Gifts & fruit essential for the proper operation of both.

3. Fulfilling commission

Mk 16:20  Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.

a. Examples to follow

· Jesus demonstrated the gifts in the marketplace.

· Jesus & the early church ministered not in philosophy or ceremony but in demonstration of the power of God.

· No dependence on natural ability.

b. Two types of power

· Jn1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.  Exousia = authority without power (NIV = right)

· Ac 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Dunamia = authority & power

4. Revelation of God through His Children

1. Like Father…..

a. Involves the each Person of the Trinity. 

· 1 Cor 12:4  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.(gifts distributed through Spirit)  

· 1 Cor 12:5  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. (Jesus administers the gifts)
· 1 Cor 12:6  There are different kinds of working, but the same God (Father energises the operations) works all of them in all men.

b. Reveal the attributes of God

1. Wisdom, knowledge, discerning of spirits  
Omniscience, light, purpose

2. Faith, healing, miracles  



Omnipotence, light, power

3. Prophecy, tongues, interpretation  

Omnipresence, love, presence

2. Like son……

· 2 Pe 1:4  Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

· 1 Jn 3:2  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

· 1 Cor 12:7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

· His attributes shine through us

· The  miraculous supernature of God should be manifest through His children.

· Manifestation = shining forth

· The gifts of the Spirit are a shining forth of God through men

· Revelation of the purpose, power & presence of God.  God makes Himself apparent 

3)
Operating in the gifts
1. As the Spirit wills. 1 Cor 12:11  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. Not at the seekers initiative (though attitude would influence input.) 

2. Gifts become subject to the will of the recipient.  God does not take over, he co-operates. 1 Cor 14:32  The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. Mk 16:20  Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.

3. The gifts are in the Holy Spirit.  Ac 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.  Without receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit these gifts cannot be exercised.

Gifts defined

1. Revelation Gifts

· Word of wisdom = supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine purpose in the mind and will of God

· Word of knowledge = supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God.

· Discerning of spirits gives insight into the spirit world.

2. Power Gifts

· Gift of faith = believe God in such a way that he honours their word as His own and miraculously brings it to pass.

· Working of miracles = supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of nature, a temporary suspension of the accustomed order through the Spirit of God.

· Gifts of healing = to deliver the sick & destroy the works of the devil in the human body.

3. Utterance Gifts

· Gift of Prophecy = supernatural utterance in a known tongue.

· Gift of tongues = supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned or understood by the spe aker, nor necessarily understood by the hearer.

· Interpretation of tongues = supernatural showing forth by the Spirit the meaning of an utterance in other tongues. 

Gift
Defined
OT Example
Jesus
Other

Word of wisdom
· supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine purpose in the mind and will of God


· To reveal Gods plan Gen 41:16, 28-41 

· To reveal truth. 1 Kngs 3:16-18
· To confound critics Matt 22:21-2
· To unfold Gods offer of grace Ac 10:9-16

· To solve a theological crisis Ac 15:28

Word of knowledge
· supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God.


· To know the hearts of men  1 Sa 9:19

· To expose hypocrites  2 Ki 5:20-27
· To know the hearts of men  Jn 4:17, 18      Mk 2:8
· To expose hypocrites Ac 5:3

Discerning of spirits
· Discerning of spirits gives insight into the spirit world.


· To differentiate between spirits Ezek 13:3



Gift of faith
· believe God in such a way that he honours their word as His own and miraculously brings it to pass.




































