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1.  The view from my corner

What I am sharing has to do with my understanding of the word & my experience.  If there is one thing that has been highlighted to me though chatting (particularly in Bible chat) is that many people have a contrary position to mine and firmly believe they have a revelation from God.

I have never been a great Bible scholar.  I am more an encourager then a teacher.  A teacher is one who gets into the Word and dissects analyses and pours over it.  Although I have studied this topic my conclusions are based on a) what seems obvious to me from an examination of the Word, b) my experience and c) the experience of others.

First Touch

My first experience with Pentecost was when I was about 11 years old. I was on a holiday with my mum & my aunt & her 3 sons, all round my age. I had never heard of speaking in tongues but somehow it came up in the conversation. My cousins had all been baptised in the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues.  I asked them to speak for me. All 3 did. I went to my room & wept & wept. I remember the Presence that was in the room. I look back on that time as my 1st real touch from God.  All I wanted to do after that was to get saved.  Unfortunately although I committed my life to God shortly there-after, there was no follow up & the experience was not maximised.  I continued to believe in Jesus but I was living for myself.

Warning against tongues

I continued to attend the Presbyterian church.  My 2 best friends went there.  Mum was attending the Presbyterian church in the morning and the AoG sometimes of an evening.

When I was about 14 we went on a camp.  The youth leader was someone who was very anti charismatic.  I don’t remember how we got into the conversations but I remember being in one of the tents with him where he played a tape that basically insisted that the spirits must be tested.  The inference was that in testing the spirits Christians who claimed to speak in tongues would be found to be deceived.  You can imagine that as a 14-year-old this scared me.  I implored my mother to test the spirits. (she had been baptised in the Spirit).

A new day

One day when I was 16 years old I was at a friends home when I decided to ring an AoG pastor to find out where the church stood on the issue of drugs.  He invited me to the church office and after talking to him for 2 hours I recommitted to the Lord.  From then on I had a hunger for the things of God.  

I do not remember how it happened but I think, because I was now attending a Pentecostal church I became hungry for the baptism in the Spirit.  The warnings that I had received at the youth camp were relegated to “yes test the spirits but this experience is genuine & is for me”.  On that basis I studied the word & books on the topic.

And it came to pass

I made an appointment to see one of the elders in the church with the express purpose of receiving prayer for the baptism in the Spirit.

The day before I was to meet him I was reading a book called “9 o’clock in the morning” by a Church of England priest in England.  Dennis Bennett was his name.  I remember lying on my bed getting very excited and thinking “I do not know if I can wait for tomorrow”.  By the end of the book I knew I could not wait.  I prayed then & there for God to baptise me in His Spirit.  As I prayed I began to speak in a language I had never learned!

I decided that I would not tell the elder, but would see what he said when I started to speak in this language as he prayed for me.  As he prayed & I spoke, he encouraged me to continue.  I then told him that I had received the day before.  I guess this was my little “test the spirit”.
Luke 11:11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

2.  Salvation & the Baptism in the Spirit – Two separate experiences

There are those of the view that unless one speaks in tongues they are not saved.  In my opinion this view is not only wrong but it is dangerous in that it is divisive.  There are many in the body of Christ who could teach we Pentecostals much about Christian virtue, grace and the fruit of the Spirit.  These folk are thoroughly born again and love the Lord with all their heart.

The following references reveal to me that being saved and being filled with the Holy Spirit are two separate experiences.  It is possible to be saved but not filled with the Spirit but impossible to be filled with the Holy Spirit without being saved.

Saved to the bone

1. Saul on the Damascus road

Saul was on his way to Damascus.  He had letters of approval from the religious authorities in Jerusalem to find in the synagogues any believers and to bring them back to Jerusalem.  While on the road to Damascus Jesus appeared to him.

Ac 9:3  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied……  

In calling Jesus “Lord”, Saul shows he had been saved in that moment.  At this point there is no indication that he had been filled with the Spirit – that was to come later.

2. The thief on the cross

Lk 23:43  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

Jesus was speaking to the thief on the cross.  This guy was going to heaven.  Again there is no mention of being filled with the Spirit or speaking in tongues.

3. The Samaritan believers

Ac 8:12  But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
This verse shows that the Samaritans to whom Philip preached got both saved and baptised in water.  It is not until a little later that they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Ac 8:17 & 18 

4. The Corinthian believers

Ac 19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples.  2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."

Here again we see believers who had not spoken in tongues (of course that was about to change).

The sum of the matter

So although there may have been (& may still be) those in Pentecost who equate speaking in tongues with being saved, it is not a doctrine upheld by Scripture.   Pentecostals can just as easily fall into legalistic traps as anyone.

I believe what the Word states can be summarised as follows:  “There is a work of the Holy Spirit in the new birth, but that is not called receiving the Holy Ghost.  That is call being born again, receiving eternal life.  Then there is an experience which follows salvation that is called receiving, or being filled with the Holy Ghost.” (Kenneth E. Hagin – Concerning Spiritual Gifts)

3  What is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?

It should be noted that the phrase “baptised in the Holy Spirit” does not occur in Scripture.  In Pentecostal circles and in the context of what is written here it is a term that denotes the infilling of the believer by Jesus with the Holy Spirit, and is evidenced by the believer speaking in tongues.  There are several other phases used to describe this including, “receiving the Holy Spirit” and “being filled with the Spirit.”

1. The Promise of the Father

Lk24:49  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

Jesus told his disciples to wait for another experience before heading out to do the work He had for them.  He called it “the promise of the Father” (different translation to the above). His disciples were believers but Jesus indicated that they were to wait for something more – the promise of the Father. 

2. A sign accompanying the believer

Mk 16:17  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  18  they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."  Being filled with the Spirit was accompanied with very visible signs.

Jesus said that signs would accompany those who believe.  Some folks get hung up on signs believing that true faith is living without them.  I believe that true faith is manifest by them!  Signs followed Jesus everywhere.  The fact that they followed is the key.  We do not receive then believe, we believe then receive.  One of the signs accompanying believing is to “speak in tongues.”  God says it, we believe it, & receive it.

3. Foretold by the prophet Joel

Ac 2:16-18 16 ….this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17  "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

The prophet Joel had seen “the promise of the Father” centuries before its fulfilment, and looked forward to the day Jesus was referring to.  Jesus had indicated that the day was at hand.  This was to be a day where God would pour out his Spirit & in the process, people would respond to this supernatural impartation by doing supernatural things.

4.  When did the 1st outpouring of the Holy Spirit first occur?

Ac 2:1  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

The disciples waited and the day arrived.  The promise of the Father had been kept.  Supernatural events transpired.  Suddenly they heard things & saw things.  They then became key players in this supernatural occurrence.  God was not merely showing His power He was imparting it.  They all spoke in tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Notice it does not say “some spoke in tongues or the majority spoke in tongues” but they all spoke.  As this is the 1st occurrence of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit I think it set the ground rules for what was to follow.

5. Subsequent Holy Spirit encounters in the New Testament

It is interesting to look at times mentioned in the Word where the Holy Spirit was poured out.  Each time there was some physical manifestation that accompanied the event.

We have already seen Ac 2:4 where it say “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”
1.
Philip in Samaria.  Acts 8
Philip had a successful evangelistic campaign in Samaria.  People were being saved & baptised in water, and there was great joy in the city. (v8)
Ac 8:12  But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women.

Peter and John were sent to add another dimension to the work started by the Lord through Philip’s ministry.  The following verses represent a consistent theme through the book of Acts, namely salvation followed by the baptism in the Holy Spirit accompanied by speaking in tongues.

Ac 8:14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15  When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16  because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18  When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money.”  

One of the Samarian converts was a former sorcerer named Simon.  He knew about supernatural power.  He had experienced it from the wrong side.  Something happened here that Simon saw and it blew him away. There was some physical sign that accompanied receiving the Holy Spirit.  Simon “saw” that when Peter and John laid hands on the believers they received the Holy Spirit. In fact he was willing to pay to have the ability to impart the Holy Spirit as the disciples had done.  He was firmly rebuked for even thinking Gods power could be bought but this passage adds weight to the belief that being baptised in the Holy Spirit manifests itself in a physical dimension ie speaking in tongues.

2. Peter and the gentiles  Acts 10

Early in church history Christianity was a purely Jewish experience.  That was about to change and dramatically.  Peter (a Jew) saw a vision. So did Cornelius (a gentile).  Their lives and the course of history were about to change.  Both visions related to Peter going to Cornelius’ home & sharing with him.  This was just “not done” by the Jews but Peter obeyed.  He took some of his Jewish friends with him to Cornelius’ home.  Peter arrives to find Cornelius has invited a bag full of people along “to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” Peter starts to preach and is just getting warmed up when he is interrupted.

Ac 10:44  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  45  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

Peter and his crew were amazed.  The Holy Spirit was for the gentiles also.  What convinced them?  Speaking in tongues. It is interesting that these people were saved and filled with the Holy Spirit almost simultaneously.  In other passages believers are saved then baptised in water and then filled with the Spirit.  Apart from the necessity of being born again there is no set order of events to receiving the Holy Spirit.  All that is needed is openness to all God has to give.

Well did this set the cat among the pigeons.  Peter was summonsed by the elders in Jerusalem to explain his preaching to the Gentiles.  His explanation of events is interesting because he was reminded of Jesus words concerning the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  He relates Jesus’ words to the outpouring on the day of Pentecost.

Ac 11:15  "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16  Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.' 17  So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?"
3. Paul in Ephesus  Acts 19

Let us now examine Paul’s visit to Ephesus.  We have looked at this verse before in a different context. This time we read on & again find a physical evidence of the believers’ baptism in the Spirit.

Ac 19:1  While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2  and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3  So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. 4  Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5  On hearing this, they were baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

This passage really says all I have been saying in a nutshell.  These folk believed, and were baptised in water.  After this Paul prayed for them and they were then baptised in the Holy Spirit.

4. The apostle Paul’s experience.  Acts 9 &  1 Cor 14:18

We saw earlier that Paul was saved when God first spoke to him on the Damascus road.

Ac 9:3-6  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"  5  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied.  6  "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."
Enter brave Ananais.  God tells him to go and minister to Saul – the same Saul who had been beating up on the church and was on his way to Damascus to do the same there.  

Ac 9:17  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptised,

Ananias prayed for Paul to be filled with the Spirit.  Although scales falling from his eyes is supernatural, there is no mention of speaking in tongues.  Is it stretching the imagination to suggest that he did at this time?  I believe it is not for two reasons. 

1. 1 Cor 14:18  I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.   This verse tells us plainly that Paul spoke in tongues.

2. Ac 19:1-5 shows Paul praying for people to receive the baptism and them receiving.

6.  Is the baptism in the Holy Spirit for us today?

Is this merely a study of history or is the experience one that we can share in. Well history & experience point to the fact that down through the ages & very much today God is pouring out His Spirit on all flesh.

1. For all God calls

Peter in his sermon on the day of Pentecost declared concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that was being witnessed:

“The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." (Ac 2:39) 

This verse tells us that the promise of the Father was to be experienced from generation to generation (you and your children), and that geographically it was to be experienced across the globe (all who are a far off).  The promise is for all Gods people – transcending time and space.

2. Believe and receive

Mk 16:17  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;….
Jesus set no time limit to this declaration.  The only pre-requisite was to believe.

3. A command

Eph 5:18  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

This command to “be filled with the Spirit” would hardly seem reasonable if it was only applicable to those in New Testament times.

4. Set to stay

1 Cor 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

God has set (placed, appointed) tongues into the body of the church.  Again this statement carries no riders or limits.  It is an open-ended statement and is valid for the whole of the current church age. To remove any of these roles is to weaken the effectiveness of the church.  It is interesting that along with the resurgence of tongues into body life has come a greater experience of the other oft-neglected power gifts of miracles and healings. 

5. History 

Down through the ages “tongues” has been variously tolerated, despised and rejected.  Rarely, until recently has it been embraced. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica states that glossolalia (speaking in tongues) “recurs in Christian revivals of every age, eg., among the medicant friars of the 13th century, among the Jansenists and early Quakers, the converts of Wesley and Whitefield, the persecuted Protestants of the Covennes and the Irvingites” (Vol 27, p. 9-10, 11th edition).

“Comparing the New Testament church with ours today it seems obvious that one of two things must have happened.  Either God deliberately deprived the church of the power of Pentecost, with all its supernatural gifts and powers…..or else the church has somehow lost contact with Penticost as a vital continuing experience.  The second proposition is the true one.  The resurgence of Penticostal power in our day proves it.” 

(A Handbook on Holy Spirit Baptism by Don Basham,  Whitaker House, 8th edition p. 18) 

In the 20th century the number of those claiming the Pentecostal or charismatic experience exploded.  Today it is estimated that those with this experience number in the tens of millions worldwide.  The majority of this growth has been experienced in 3rd world countries.

7.  Why be baptised in the Holy Spirit?

We have seen that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a separate experience to salvation.  Jesus called the experience the “promise of the Father”.  He instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem to receive from Him this experience.  When the day of Penticost arrived they were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  This experience was repeated through out the book of Acts as people believed and then were filled.  Church history shows us that in many cases where ever the fires of revival sprang up, the baptism in the Holy Spirit accompanied the event.  Today, Pentecostal church growth is exploding, while churches that deny the power of this experience are on the whole, in decline.

It is interesting that those who believe and preach the baptism in the Holy Spirit as taught and demonstrated in the book of Acts are experiencing Acts like growth and miracles.  This would seem to validate their position.  

The reason for this is found in the results promised by Jesus upon receipt of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

1. Power to witness

Ac 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

The word “power” here is from the greek word dunamis which means, “force, spec. miraculous power (usually by impl. a miracle itself):--ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work.”  This word is where we get our word for dynamite.

The New Testament church was characterised by power and accompanying growth.  The church was in the truest sense of the word, dynamic.  In some cases it was messy (eg Corinth), but everywhere the proclamation of the gospel was accompanied with signs following.  The first sign generally (after the new birth) was the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  As a consequence of that, power came into the lives of the believers.

If we as individuals and as a church want to experience these same results in our own lives and the life of our church, we must appropriate all that God has for us.  The ability to witness effectively (be Christs’ hands and feet), is based on receiving the dynamite of the Holy Spirit into our lives.

This is not to say that there are not non charismatic Christians the world over who do not have an effective vibrant witness.  Those who obey God, He will bless.  The difference is that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the ordained means of God clothing his people with power.  The New Testament and observation of church history through the ages demonstrates clearly that the most effective ministry to the world has been by those “endured with power from on high.”

2. Power for warfare

Eph 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a direct challenge to the god of this world.  The church for centuries has been responsible for wonderful humanitarian aid and in the process seen salvation experienced by many.  However it has been almost powerless to bring deliverance to those bound by demons or miraculous healing to the sick and maimed.  It was not until the arrival of the Pentecostal message into many third world countries that the church exploded.  Why was that?  One word – power.  The baptism in the Holy Spirit brings to bare the power of God against the works of the enemy.  

Spiritual warfare must be fought in the spiritual realm before fruit will be seen in the physical dimension.  Jesus said in John 14: 12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. This was only to be possible because Jn 7:38  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  39  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
The point may be raised here that not everyone who speaks in tongues lives a dynamic Christian life with signs following.  This is true.  As to why this is the case it is probable that it boils down to how yielded the believer is to God. 

Lk 9:23  "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  24  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.

Mtt 13:44  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46  When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

Salvation and the baptism in the Holy Spirit are both gifts that cannot be earned.  However what we do with those gifts is in our hands.  We must set our hand to the plough, and live sold out for Jesus.  When we are endured with His power, then our potential in Him is limited only by this earthly tabernacle.

3. Prayer & intercession according to the will of God

1 Cor 14:2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.

God is Spirit and those who worship Him must do so in Spirit and in truth.  Speaking in tongues is the Holy Spirit speaking through human vessels.  It is a direct line of communication from the believer to God and is always according to the will of God.

Rom 8:26  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.
These are numerous cases of people being burdened in the Spirit to pray.  Often they do not know what they are praying for but are exercised in spirit with an urgent need some where for which God is wanting someone to stand in the gap on behalf of the needy.  These times are accompanied by deep groaning and travailing.   That is a work of the Holy Spirit exercised by those who have been filled with His Spirit.

4.
Building up the individual  

1 Cor 14:4&14  He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.  14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

On innumerable occasions I have spent time praying in the Spirit and come away refreshed.  Praying in the Spirit gives an urgency and depth to what follows in English.

Isa 28:11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. (quoted by Paul in 1 Cor 14:21)
Heb 4:9  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.

Speaking in tongues more than most activities in the Christian life begins and ends with God.  That is to say it is no way born of man except as man is the vessel only allowing himself to be used.  As we become channels for the river of God through speaking in tongues we cease from our own strivings and enter into His rest.  Speaking in tongues is God the Spirit through Jesus communing with God the Father and interceding with Him on behalf of the saints.  Is it no wonder then that this activity refreshes. Rom 8:26  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

5.
Stimulates Faith

Jude 1:20  But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.
Praying in tongues builds up the individual in their faith.  While it is true that …faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.(Rom 10:17), praying in the Spirit reinforces the word of God into the life of the believer. 1 Cor 2:11  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  1 Cor 2:9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

6. Supernatural sign 

1 Cor 14:22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for unbelievers. 

Although this passage is referring to the ministry gift of speaking tongues it is still valid as an example of why speaking in tongues is important.  Speaking in tongues is supernatural.  In this day and age people are looking for a supernatural element to their lives.  Particularly in western society people are surrounded by materialism.  For most this does not satisfy the hunger of their heart.  Speaking in tongues at the very least arouses curiosity.

7. For the anointing

Ac 10:38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

The word “anoint” means “to set apart and furnish what is needed.” God has set us apart and furnished us all we need to live as victorious witnesses for Him.  He has done this in the same way He did for Jesus “with the Holy Ghost and power.”  

Some say “why should I speak in tongues – Jesus never did?”  That is true.  If we were born without sin and had continuous uninterrupted communion with the Father, unencumbered by the sinful nature, then we would not need to speak in tongues either.  However at present “….we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.” (1 Cor 13:12)

8. Door way to the other gifts

1 Cor 12:8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

Where the validity of speaking in tongues has been denied there has been an associated lack of the manifestation of the other gifts of the Spirit.  This has meant a tremendous lack of power in the life of the church.  Jesus mistered by supernatural power.  He exercised every gift mentioned above except speaking in tongues and interpretation.  We have seen why he did not need to speak in tongues but we know He needed the Holy Spirits power to do what he did.  We also need the Holy Spirit.  Evidence of the baptism is through speaking in tongues.  Speaking in tongues therefore is the means to Gods power and all the nine gifts of the Spirit.

9. Tames the tongue

James knew what trouble our tongues could get us into.

Jms 3:5  Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell…..8  but no man can tame the tongue. 

No man can control the tongue but fortunately with speaking in tongues, God has given us a weapon to combat what can, and does, rise within all of us at times. Jms 3:10  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Jms 3:11  Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? Speaking in tongues is sourcing the power of Jn 7:38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  39  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  The Bible also tells us that  The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. (Lk 6:45) As we meditate on Gods word and pray in the language that God has given us, there will be less and less room for any other stream then the river of life, to flow from our lips.

8. Hindrances to receiving

There are those who despite having been prayed for to receive the baptism in the Spirit have not yet received.  There can be a number of reasons for this.  Scripture gives no indication that God requires any specific standard of holiness as a pre-requisite to receiving.  Being born again means the believer is sanctified and washed in the blood and therefore righteous in the sight of God.  God does not withhold His Spirit from any open-hearted believer.  Therefore if someone is prayed for and does not receive, then the problem lies with the candidate and not with God.

There are several reasons folk do not receive.

1.  Fear

Some are fearful that if they pray for the baptism in the Holy Spirit they will somehow receive another spirit.  However when we come to God in submission and obedience to His declared will, then there is no way this can happen.

Lk 11:11  "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

2. Ignorance

Hos 4:6  my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.

There are many people who do not receive because of wrong teaching concerning the baptism in the Holy Spirit. They may have heard for years that tongues is not for today or even worse that tongues is of the devil.  Later they may have reached their own conclusions based on their study of Scripture and now be seeking the baptism.  However they may still be carrying around  baggage that needs to be worked though in their own heart and mind.  This is a form of bondage.  Jesus said in Jn 8:32  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  It is imperative for all of us to be like the Bereans who…received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Ac 17:11

For folk who have been taught wrongly, it is a matter of settling the issue in their own minds, asking forgiveness where necessary for past attitudes, and then receiving based on point 1. above.

3. Pride

Naaman was a commander in the army of the king of Aram.  He was a valiant soldier and highly regarded by his king.  Naaman had leprosy.  Through a series of events he came to Elisha the prophet in Israel to be cured of his leprosy.  Hear what Elisha told him to do 2 Kns 5:9  So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house.  Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed."

This is not what Naaman had expected. 11  But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Eventually he swallowed his pride and did as the prophet had commanded. 14  So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.
God has no favourites.   Nor does he regard the status of a man.  We are all equal in his sight.  Speaking in tongues is the great leveller.  The Holy Spirit is for all.  None of us deserves this gift.  None of us can earn this gift.  Nor does our status in the eyes of man give us greater rights in the sight of God.

To be filled with the Spirit we must swallow our pride.  Our natural mind rebels against the concept of speaking a language we have never learned.  We must remember however that 1 Cor 1:27  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  The baptism in the Holy Spirit is Gods designated means for the empowerment of the believer.  Why He chose this method is not for us to know.  He is God.  He has His reasons.  We are called to simply trust and obey.   Isa 55:8  "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  9  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

4. Lack of hunger

Matt 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Jn 7:37 Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 

Probably the greatest hindrance to receiving the Holy Spirit is a lack of hunger in the life of the believer.  God wants to bless His people.  Most of us do not have a problem with that.  He also wants to use us.  Herein lies a problem for many.  We are content with things as they are.  Life is good.  Most of us have food on our tables, and a roof over our heads.  Basic human needs are met.  Once we have accepted Jesus into our lives we are assured of our heavenly destination.  What more do we need?

It is from this comfort zone that we must decide what we really want.  Do we want all that God has for us with its attendant challenges and difficulties.  To appropriate all that God has for us means paying with our lives.  Many of us baulk at making this decision.  In one sense this is right and proper.  We should not embark on this spiritual journey without first counting the cost. Lk 14:31  "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  

The question is “how hungry are we?”  Do we want all that God has for us enough to seek the baptism in the Spirit – knowing the responsibilities that go hand in hand with this gift?  We know that God has a plan for our lives.  The baptism in the Holy Spirit expands our potential for service dramatically, but of itself it is powerless.  It must go hand in hand with us taking up our cross daily and following Him.  It means saying with Jesus “Father not my will but yours.”  It involves us laying down our own aspirations for His. Our day starts at the cross and it is a lonely place.  It is a place where we meet with God on His terms.  We lay down our lives with no thought of what is in it for us but simply because God is God. Lk 17:10 …..when you have done everything you were told to do, (you) should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'" Rom 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship

Of course He gives in return exceedingly abundantly above all we could ask or think.  But the road to our fulfilment is called surrender.  
9.   Receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit

1. Salvation the only pre-requisite

In no case in the book of Acts was there any other benchmark set for people receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit other than being born again.  Once this criterion had been met then the Holy Spirit was available to every believer.

2. Gift there to receive

The Holy Spirit is in the life of all believers waiting to be released.  Any one who is born again need only ask Jesus for the baptism in the Spirit for this to happen.  In a way, it is like turning on a tap.  Potentially all the water that a person may need is there in the tap.  All that is required is for the person to turn the handle of the tap.  The water is already there.  Turning the handle releases the water.  In the same way the Holy Spirit is in the life of the believer.  All a believer need do is ask to receive (turn the tap handle) and the Holy Spirit will be released.  However until the believer asks then the baptism in the Holy Spirit will remain potential only.

Some folks say “if God wants to baptise me in the Spirit He knows my address.”  This is not generally the way God operates.  He requires that we ask Jesus for the baptism.  As it is His will that we receive this gift He will give the Holy Spirit to us.  There are occasions where folk do get baptised in the Holy Spirit without asking specifically for that experience.  In these cases the receiver is reaching out to God with a hungry open, uncluttered heart and God, knowing what they need, responds.

3. Laying on of hands

As we have seen, in some cases the baptism in the Holy Spirit was received when the disciples laid hands on the believer.  Laying on of hands is good for at least two reasons.  Firstly it was the way the baptism was often received in the book of Acts.  Secondly it joins the faith of the person being prayed for with that of the prayer. 

4. Expect to speak in tongues

The Holy Spirit gives the utterance but we do the talking.  

Ac 2;4,  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Ac10:46, For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 

Ac 19:6,  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

God does not forcibly take control of our vocal chords and speak through us.  Rather strange words well up within and we speak them out.  At all times we are in control of our tongue.  It is up to us to allow the Spirit to speak though us, by releasing what is awaiting expression.

9. Keep on keeping on

Jn 7:38  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  39  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a door way rather than a destination, a means to an end – not an end in itself.  It is the entrance into the power of God working through available human vessels.  Nowhere is this more evident then in the book of Acts.  This book of the Bible could more correctly be called the “Acts of the Holy Spirit” rather then the “Acts of the Apostles.”  Jesus had told his disciples to wait until they were endured with power from on high.  Once they had received, they then went out empowered to literally do the works of God.  

It is interesting that Jesus told us that from within us would flow living water.  The word river used here means, a current, brook or fresh (as drinkable),  running water:--flood, river, stream, water.  The King James translation tells us that this flow would be a river. The NIV calls it a stream.  As can be seen the word also includes the idea of a brook. The outworking of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer can indeed be either like a mighty river, a stream or even just a bubbling brook.  

There are four lessons we can learn from rivers that we can apply to our lives as believers.  These lessons teach us that being filled with the Spirit is a life long activity.  We need to keep being filled.
1. Rivers need rain

A river needs rain to maintain its flow and remain a river.  The rain must fall in the rivers’ catchment area. In the life of the believer the rain can be likened to the blessing and touch of God.  He comes by grace and refreshes us with His presence. We have already seen in Acts chapter 2 that the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Two chapters on, we find the same thing happening to many of the same people. Ac 4:31  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  These believers had already been filled with the Spirit and yet a short time later we see the same thing happening to them.  This is the Holy Spirit raining on the believers. 

The baptism in the Spirit is not a one off occurrence that believers look back on with fond memories of “the good old days.”  It is a daily in-filling.  The river of God cannot be sustained without continual replenishment.  That is why the Word tells us in Ep 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  Our walk is to be characterised by being filled continually with the Holy Spirit.  Isa 44:3  For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:

 Ac 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; The word for refresh here means a recovery of breath, revive, cool off, and relieve.  We need to continually look to the Lord to be refreshed and refilled if we are to live in sustained victory in our personal life and maintain a vibrant witness. 

2. Rivers need an underground reservoir or source

Secondly, a river needs an underground reservoir to continue flowing during the dry times.  There are many rivers in Australia that only flow after rain.  The rest of the year they are dry river beds that cannot sustain life.  Believers need to avoid being like these dry river beds.  A “dry river bed” state can be identified by an inability to maintain a consistent Christian witness outside of the church environment. The problem arises as the believer has no reserves of the Holy Spirit to call upon.  The parable of the ten virgins (five wise and five foolish Matt 25:1 – 12) teaches us that we need to maintain in our lives a constant supply of the Holy Spirit. (In the bible oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit)

What is the underground reservoir that is ours to tap into?  It is spending time with God praying (both in english and in tongues), reading His word and obeying His voice. Only as we do these things will we have a supply of the Spirit of God to draw upon.  This is particularly true during what we term dry times.  In all of life there are seasons.  Christians face times when God seems to be hiding Himself from us.  If we are to learn to walk by faith and not by feelings then we must tap into the Holy Spirit within to keep the river flowing through our lives.  Only then will our walk remain fresh and healthy. 2 Cor 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
3. A river needs a current to be healthy

A river is also characterised by a current. When movement ceases the river stagnates and becomes unhealthy.  The Word of God tells us that out of our innermost being would flow rivers of living water.  Jesus did not say living water would “meander or trickle” from the life of the believer.  The word flow  as in “running water” was used.  God has a job for us to do and a destiny for us to fulfil.  We have all been given talents.  As the parable of the talents (Mtt 25:14-30) tells us, what we produce from the talents we have been given is very much in our own hands. Upon receipt of the baptism in the Holy Spirit we potentially have a mighty river of God coursing through our lives.  To be effective for God and to fulfil our potential in Him, we must draw on the Holy Spirit within and allow His “current” to flow through our lives.

4. A river needs a channel to flow through

A river is only called such if it follows a pathway or channel.  The believer is to be a channel for the river of God.  The deeper the channel the more of Gods Spirit can be contained, sustained and given out by the believer.  As in the case of natural rivers world wide, the deeper the river and the more water it contains, the greater the number of people along its banks that can be blessed by it.  The river of life flowing through the believer is not for our selves alone. The Holy Spirit is given to empower the believer for service.  Service begins with us being filled to overflowing with Gods’ presence and power and then  ministering to the world of the river of God flowing through our lives. 

As long as we (the channel) are being renewed daily (drawing on our reservoir), and receiving from the Lord the times of refreshing (rain) He has promised us, then we need never fear an inability to give.  God means for us to have rivers of His presence flowing from us.  The choice is ours as to whether what we have to give constitutes a brook, a stream or (as God intended) a mighty river.

9. The difference between personal speaking in tongues & the gift of tongues

1 Cor 12:6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  9  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  10  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

It should be noted that there is a difference between the ministry gifts of speaking in tongues and the gift of tongues given at the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The former is given to the individual for congregational edification while the latter is for personal edification and power.  The ministry gift of tongues is to be exercised in church life.  When believers fellowship together there should be an expectation that the Lord will speak either through a word of prophecy, tongues and interpretation or indeed any manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit.  

Believers should be what their name suggests – believers.  We should be believing for God to manifest Himself among His people - not only through the fruit of the Spirit but in demonstration of the of the gifts of the Spirit.  It is important that we appropriate all that God has for His people.  The ministry gift of tongues (always with the associated gift of interpretation), is just one of the ways in which God wants to show Himself strong on behalf of His saints.

Within the context of church life the Holy Spirit distributes the nine gifts among the congregation.  Not every one prophesies, not every one has a word of knowledge and not everyone speaks in tongues.  Hence Paul asks the question 1 Cor 12:30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret?  The answer to this question is no.
Some have used this as justification for the position that speaking in tongues is not the evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  What they overlook is the context.  Paul is addressing church life. 1 Cor 14:26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.
Concerning the gift of tongues as excercised in body life Paul states clearly that this gift should only be used when there is an interpreter present, or that the speaker himself should seek to interpret.  The reason for this is clear, 1 Cor 14:2  For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.   No one can understand some-one speaking in tongues unless there is an interpretation.  With out an interpretation the church is not edified.  Paul makes the same point in 1 Cor 14:16  If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying?  17  You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified.

Again highlighting the difference between personal speaking in tongues and body life tongues Paul also says in 1 Cor 14:4  He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.  5  I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified.
Once again some folks have used Paul’s statement here (“I would like everyone of you to speak in tongues”) as proof that not everyone needs to speak in tongues to be baptised in the Holy Spirit.  As in all bible interpretation the context is all important.  Paul is addressing the issue of tongues and interpretation within body life.  Christians ministering to each other.  

Paul sums up the thought that in church life tongues must be interpreted or else they are of no benefit to the congregation by saying in 1 Cor 14:18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.  19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.
In the believers personal life, speaking in tongues is invaluable and a means to being built up and used by God.  In the life of the church speaking in tongues is useful only when there is an interpretation.  Personal tongues is for personal edification.   The gift of tongues is so that the church may be edified.   

10 A more excellent way

1 Cor 12:31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way.

We have seen that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a gift for all believers. It is something that will empower and edify.  The Scriptures are full of references to this gift.  It would seem that any open hearted search would lead a seeker to conclude that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is everyone.  However in any discussion on speaking in tongues it must be remembered that there will always be Christians who don’t agree with our conclusions, not only on tongues, but on a multitude of issues.   Down through the ages disagreement on this topic has lead to churches splitting and much heart ache for many.  Folks on both sides of the debate have been at fault.

To conclude this study I feel we need to remind ourselves that while speaking in tongues is of inestimable value in the life of the believer Paul says: Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 1 Cor 13:8 .  Love is who God is, therefore our highest aim should be love.  God is love.  Only that which is born of love in our lives will last.

For now we see through a glass darkly.  Therefore at this time we need the fruit and gifts of the Spirit, and any other aid available to live for Him in this dying, sin soaked world.  However, one day we shall see Him face to face.  On that day tongues will cease, but love will last forever.

**************************************************************
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