Blueprint for Growth
How do we know God wants this church to grow?

· Harvest is plentiful, pray Lord of the Harvest

· Parable of the wedding feast

· Many of us giving thought to how we can grow this church.

· Pastor has given open invitation that if you have something you believe to be from God then share it with him.
· God likens the church to both a body and a building 
· This morning is about the church as a building

2 elements that make for a strong building

· Foundations – what is happening on the inside of our personal lives

· Pillars (supports) – what is happening in our fellowship

A building is only as strong and as good as its foundation - Shed illustration
Why is getting our personal lives right important? 
If we as individuals don’t make the effort to get the foundations of our lives right then we as a church will never fulfill our full potential.
Who we are determines what we do - what is inside will come out.

Foundations Part 1 – God Centered Personal Lifestyle
1. God centered personal lifestyle

a. Prayer – Matt 6:6-8 But you, when you pray, enter into your closet, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father which is in secret; and your Father which sees in secret shall reward you openly. 7But when you pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knows what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
· When you pray – not if

· Prayer is like a muscle – the more it is exercised the stronger it becomes

· Friend who has started walking – never believed they could do it

· What made the difference? – persistence

· We have a helper – the Holy Spirit

· If we want to grow spiritually we must be praying as the Holy Spirit leads
b. Seeking 1st God’s kingdom – Matt 6:25-34  25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

· This passage reflects the desire of the age – new car, clothes, house, tv

· Cart before the horse – 1st we must ask what does God want?

· New house – all the work

· If we are good at or talented in nothing else – if we cultivate seeking 1st God’s kingdom everything else in life will be taken care of.
c. Knowing & obeying God’s voice & will – Jn 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
· Know in an intimate way

· Not talking about what He has already revealed ie murder

· Hearing from God concerning specific guidance

· Again this is trial & error

· When the Christian life is at it’s most exciting

· Very much a key to our church growth – God will tell us to talk to someone, give something to someone

· Don’t be surprised if it happens when you least feel ready for it (ie Jesus weary at the well)

d. Hunger – Matt 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.  
· Any achiever will tell us that without desire we can never achieve our best.
· If we are not hungry for God then nothing is going to happen

· No effort = no reward

· Though bred body – when I get hungry I feed myself 

· That is more so when I am working 

· Hunger / work  / food cycle

e. Resolve – 2 Pe 3:18 grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Lk 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
· Not much  that is sadder then an unfinished abandoned edifice (Carseldine)

· Life is a series of consequential choices.
· Without resolve we will build & pull down or abandon 
· Lk 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
· Nehimiah “the people had a mind to work”

f. Sacrificial lifestyle -  Gen 22:2 he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. Jn 12:24  24Truly, truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies, it produces a lot of grain. 25The one who loves his life will destroy it, and the one who hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me. And where I am, there my servant will also be.  
· Abraham was ready and willing to give up his dreams & desires and plans for Gods will.
· This is a biggy.
· We will be asked to give up things that are dear to us that are not wrong in themselves.

· Perhaps we will get them back – perhaps not

· The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord

· His ways are not our ways, His is the big picture that only eternity will reveal
Conclusion

· Rain water tank – how fast it fills depends less on the rainfall then the size of the catchment area.

· By getting our personal foundations right we increase the size of our catchment area

· God has hose & says I will use this people to water here & here

· As the tank is used it requires refilling (top up the pool last night)

· Eph 5:18 - keep on being filled with the Spirit.
Foundations Part 2 – Outward Looking Vision lifestyle

g. goals/vision – Ac 2:17  17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Pro 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish.  Hos 4:6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (seeing)
· These are the last days
· God has dreams and visions for us

· People perish = “Dwell carelessly, cast off restraint”

· The choice has never been starker or more graphic – live for God or be caught in the mire of the age

· Lack of knowledge -  “I didn’t see it coming” “out of left field”
· Like the foolish virgins if we don’t have a continual supply of oil (the Holy Spirit) in our lives then we will not be ready when Jesus calls us for the task he has for us
h. outward looking – Jn 4:35  You say, don’t you, ‘In four more months the harvest will be here?’ Look, I tell you, open your eyes and observe that the fields are ready for harvesting!  1 Pe 3:15  Exalt Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be prepared to give a defense to everyone who asks you to explain the hope you have. 16But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience.

· God wants to use us, not primarily for ourselves but to bless others

· We will only share if we care – Gods eye view of perishing world
· When we look at a crowd or individuals do we see a harvest or just people?

· Do we see daily activity or destiny?

· Unless we are looking for opportunities to share it can be tempting to think that all people are content to live out their lives without thought for eternity

· Joel 3:14  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

i. risk taking / overcoming – Matt 25:14  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 18But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.
· We are born to take risks and we achieve nothing if we don’t – 1st step

· Walking across the room to talk to someone is a risk

· We are not called to bludgeon people but to be sensitive to them from a caring heart 

· What holds us back? No vision/fear

· Rejection, fool of ourselves, not our style
· 1 Sam 17:47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.  

· 1Cor 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 6I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 8Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
· Rev 2 & 3 He that overcomes
j. Awareness of & functioning in ministry gifts - Rom 12:5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.
· God has gifted everyone
· God has called us to both reach the lost and be a part of the body.
Corporate

1. Intercessory Prayer – 2 Chr 7:14  14If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land
2. Unity – nothing kills a church faster then disunity.  All with one accord
3. Love – 1 Cor 13
4. Awareness of & functioning in Spiritual gifts – power

5. Power – God anointed Jesus, Jesus example, great commission
6. Support of leadership – Israel ups & downs
7. Relevance – preaching & presentation
8. Preparedness

k. Sacrificial lifestyle -  Gen 22:2 he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. Jn 12:24  24Truly, truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies, it produces a lot of grain. 25The one who loves his life will destroy it, and the one who hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me. And where I am, there my servant will also be.  

· Counting the cost, personal time, effort

· Best illustration I can think of is raising children

· Children have a part of your heart with them 

· Same sort of commitment required for church life and people.

