BACK TO THE FUTURE

INTRODUCTION

We all want to see revival, but what does revival mean?

Definition:  “restoration of a former place or condition”

We don’t just want revival we need it.  We are penticostals who believe in the power of God.  Why then is there such a gulf between what we believe and what we see?  Has God changed?  

Nu23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

God’s word and power have not changed. Something needs adjusting and if it is not God then it must be us.

If the church was doing what it was supposed to be doing it would not need reviving.

What then should we be doing that we are not?

God has a plan (“strategy, method of achieving something”) for the church which has never changed or been improved upon.  If we apply what Jesus teaches in these passages we lay the foundation for revival.

I’d like to read Jesus final instructions to his followers before his ascension.  Last words are important.  When we know we won’t be seeing someone for a while or ever again we share what is meaningful.  Bunge.

1) Preaching Mk 16:15  And he said to them, Go you into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature....

Preaching is the public proclamation of the gospel, so as to make converts.

Romans 10:4  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?

Most of us won’t stand before crowds to preach. Most new converts are made in one on one situations. We all have a responsibility to share the gospel. How seriously we take it depends on what it means to us.  We’ll only share if we care.

1 Pe3:15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect

“fishing is not a matter of life or death – it’s much more serious than that!”

For some it comes naturally, others find it more difficult.  But we all can share what God does for us.

2)  Teaching & discipling
Mtt 28:19&20  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

Making disciples is caring for & instructing new converts to bring them to a place of maturity & fruitfulness. We all have a responsibility to contribute to that process.  All experience is valuable. We only need to know more than our pupil to be a teacher. 

This is what cells are all about. We come ready to give & in the process we receive.  If we just come to church of a Sunday and live our own lives the rest of the week we are not in the perfect will of God.

We must walk the walk not just talk the talk.  We can never take someone beyond where we have been ourselves. 

3)  Demonstrate God’s power.
Mk16:17&18  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."

Every believer must be clothed with power & moving in the anointing to defeat Satan & fulfil God’s plan.

1 Cor 2:4&5  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.

I believe we need a personal physical supernatural encounter before we can effectively minister the power of God.

Lk24:48&49  You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.

The disciples had seen Jesus do it but for them to do it they needed the “promise of the Father.”

I believe the doorway to the demonstration of the power of God is the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Ac1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

The disciples were hiding in fear until they had a personal power encounter.

Missionaries laboured for years in the third world with little fruit but after power encounters revival is sweeping those same mission fields.  “Look out the penticostals are coming.”

The church has never had more resources.  Videos, books, tapes, meetings etc., but without the power of God we are fighting a war without weapons, we are merely shadow boxing and present no real threat to Satan. Allies.

However through the demonstration of the power of God the Holy Spirit engages the enemy and the battle is joined.

Preaching and teaching are good and necessary but what does the demonstration of God’s power achieve?

1. Shows God’s love for people.

2. Demonstrates God’s power over Satan.

3. Proves the message is genuine.

4. Brings praise & worship to God.

CONCLUSION

Jesus said that in his day “the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.”  How much more so is that the case today.  Jesus also said that we are his witnesses. i.e. people who have seen heard or experienced something that represents unquestionable evidence as grounds for believing.

Brothers & sisters never underestimate the power of your testimony or the power of the God we serve. 

Isa 44:24&26  Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, I am the LORD,  who confirms the word of his servant, and fulfills the prediction of his messengers.

God’s plan is for us to preach, teach and demonstrate his power.

Jesus preached, taught & demonstrated God’s power. The early church did likewise. Maybe we need to get back to doing likewise.  We need to go back to the future.
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