Abiding
Text:  John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Introduction

1. In the world there is tremendous interest in success

a. man’s achievements

b. self improvement
2. Interest in the church – many good ideas

a. good self image

b. positive thinking
c. forgiving self
All these have their place but without one key element they arre

· bones without flesh

· car without petrol
Expression of self – death

Expression of life of Christ – life

Expressing Christ’s life comes through abiding

Abide = continue, dwell, remain, tarry, do nothing independent of

Jesus “apart from me you can do nothing.”

Important we realize this.

Doesn’t mean we will be rendered inactive

Means anything we do outside of the life of Christ will be eternally meaningless
Chemistry of abiding

a. Jesus is the vine – strength

b. We are the branches – product of strength
c. Holy Spirit is the sap – source (reveals Jesus & ministers His life)

We must be open to the Spirit’s working
1. Baptism/prayer

2. Do nothing to hinder or contaminate the flow

Conscience = God’s communication channel - we keep it clear by

a. confessing sin 1 Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Keeps us soft – sun, snow, clay

Why abide?

a. fruit of Spirit  Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.  
b. Fruit of witness Matt 7:17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.

c. Confidence towards God Jn 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

How to abide

Diet

1. water Jn 4:14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life

2. bread Jn 6:35 I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.
3. milk 1 Pe 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4. meat Heb 5: 13,14 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.
Environment
1. associations Pro 4:14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 15Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.  Pro 4:26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 27Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

2. commitment 2 Tim 2:4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer.
Exercise

1.

